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Beavers: A Preferred Restoration Partner 
Turtle Ridge recently collaborated with the local Bureau 

of Land Management (BLM) office on a restoration project 
in the Crabtree area. This is one of their many restoration 
projects to help repair and manage high-priority ecosys-
tems. BLM is reintroducing beaver populations into the 
areas because of their tremendous expertise as water man-
agers. They restore fish and wildlife habitat by improving 
wetland and stream function. 

While BLM was trapping a mated pair for relocation, the 
trap accidentally slammed on the female’s head. She suf-
fered serious injury with swelling, bruising, and deep lacera-
tions. One eye was dislocated from the socket and irrepara-
bly damaged. 

Turtle Ridge staff consulted with the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) and beaver experts at 
Oregon State University (OSU) to determine if it would be 
safe to release her. Field reports from OSU show that bea-
vers can survive in the wild with only one eye. ODFW ap-

proved the release if 
the beaver could 
recover from the 
injury. 

Staff veterinarian 
Erica Lipanovich 
operated to remove 
the eye and suture 
the wound. Turtle 
Ridge provided post
-operative care and 
treatment until the 
beaver’s injuries 
were fully healed. 
She was successfully 
reunited with the male at the restoration site. BLM staff 
report that she is doing well and the beavers are thriving in 
their new habitat. 

Members of the community rely on Turtle Ridge to 

care for orphaned and injured skunks each season and their 
numbers have been consistent 
over the years. Yet a recent arti-
cle in the Statesman Journal 
(“Stinky Business, 9/27/17) 
claims we may be “experiencing a 
skunk population explosion.” 
The same article, however, stated 
“officials with the Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife say 
sightings and ‘smellings’ are nor-
mal for this time of year.” 

Skunks are often portrayed as pests so we’d like to “clear 

the air.” Instead of vilifying them for their presence and 
odor, let’s celebrate their contributions to the ecosystem: 
• Control of Insect Populations: 70% of a skunk’s diet 

is insects that damage our crops and gardens. 
• Eating Other Pests: What’s not to love about a critter 

that eats mice, rats, moles, shrews, termites, and cock-
roaches? 

• Clean Up Crew: Skunks will eat whatever they can 
scrounge, including carrion. 

The growth of human population continues to crowd 
out these gentle, nonconfrontational critters causing more 
urban contact.  A few simple changes can eliminate most 
conflicts: 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dr. Lipanovich with the injured 
beaver. 

Let’s Debunk a Skunk Story 

“Beavers are quickly becoming a preferred restoration partner because of their dam building skills, especially 
when dealing with the challenges and uncertainties posed by a changing climate.” Retrieved from: http://

fisheriesprogram.blogspot.com/2015/07/beavers-participate-in-restoration.html 



Take These Broken Wings and Learn to 

Fly (Lennon-McCartney) 

S taff  from the Marion Forks Fish Hatchery 
near Idanha recently witnessed a bald eagle at-

tacking a raven. While 
the raven survived, they 
could see it was injured 
and unable to fly. The 
raven managed to evade 
them for several days but 
their persistence paid off  
when debilitation from 
the injury allowed them 
to get close. They suc-
cessfully captured and 
brought the injured ra-
ven to Turtle Ridge. 
The medical staff  deter-

mined the raven was an adult female, which was 
emaciated and had a broken wing with an open 
wound. Staff  stabilized her weakened condition 
and immobilized the injured wing with a wrap to 
keep it restrained against her body. The broken 
bones (radius and ulna) were luckily in alignment 
which makes for a better outcome. Ravens are no-
torious for removing wraps but this one left it on, 

which allowed the break to heal and antibiotics to 
speed the recovery of  the tear in the wing. 

The work didn’t end there…she also suffered 
damage to the flight feathers that grow from those 
wing bones. Without the feathers she couldn’t fly 
and thus not hunt or eat. The broken feathers were 
removed to allow for the growth of  new ones. It 
takes up to 4 months for new feathers to fill in, so 
she was kept in a large aviary with natural enrich-
ing activities to keep 
her mind active and 
lessen the stress of  
captivity.  

Once the new feath-
ers were in place, flight 
conditioning restored 
her strength and stami-
na. She was released 
back to her habitat near 
the fish hatchery. An 
adult and juvenile ra-
ven, which we assume 
is her family, live in the 
same area. The hatch-
ery staff  report that 
she is doing well and hanging out 
with the other ravens. Page 2 

• Close off spaces where they might burrow beneath, such as houses, 
sheds, and porches. 

• If you compost, choose a bin that excludes wildlife. 
• Place bird feeders where they are not accessible to skunks. 
• Keep yards free of pet food or fallen fruit. 
• Secure garbage can with a tight-fitting lid. 
• Use audio cues to avoid startling them which can cause spraying, especially 

when letting dogs out at dusk or dawn. 
• Give them plenty of space and appear calm and non-threatening; they will 

usually just move on. 
• Beware of local businesses that claim to relocate them (ODFW does not allow this due to risk of spreading disease) 

or euthanize them; not all businesses use humane methods because it’s so costly. 
 

Skunks can’t outrun predators so 
spray is their only defense. They 
prefer not to spray because it de-
pletes their supply and advertises 
where they are. After a full dis-
charge, it can take up to 10 days 
to resupply. 

(Continued from page 1) CALL 503-540-8664 

Nuisance skunk in your yard? 

We can help you! It takes little 

effort to resolve because 

skunks quickly get the hint 

when they are mildly harassed 

and will move elsewhere!  

Tomato juice simply masks skunk odor. To eliminate it, mix: 

 1 quart (4 c.) 3-percent hydrogen peroxide (available at any pharmacy) 

 ¼ cup baking soda 

 1 teaspoon liquid dish detergent. 

Apply to the affected area; repeat if needed, and rinse thoroughly. 

Broken wing and 
laceration. 

Ready to go home. 



4-day-old Raccoon 

3-week-old Striped Skunk 

Northern Flying Squirrel 

2-month-old Barn 
Owlet 

1-week-old Mallard Duckling 

7-week-old Grey Fox 

Black Bear Cub 

Vaux’s Swift Hatchlings 

4-week-old Western Grey Squirrel 

2-week-old Western Scrub 
Jay 

Fledgling Crow 
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ORPHANED BABIES RAISED AND RELEASED 

   Thanks to Your Loving Support 



May Our Hopes and Dreams Touch Your heart. 

Into the Great Wide Open (Tom Petty) 

A  maintenance worker found an American 
Kestrel huddled on the ground next to a 

water tower 
and brought 
it to Turtle 
Ridge. Staff  
determined 
that the rap-
tor was an 
adult male 
with the left 
wing dislo-
cated at the 

shoulder. They eased the humerus bone back in 
place and applied a wing wrap to firmly set the 
injured wing against his body to provide support. 

Dislocations left untreated for long periods of  

time rarely heal. The cartilage gets worn down 
from the hanging 
wing rubbing it 
raw. Once that 
happens, the bone 
won’t stay in 
place. 

In this case the 
wing healed quick-
ly and the kestrel 
spent time in the 
flight conditioning 
aviary to get his 
strength back. 

This fierce little falcon was lucky. His early care 
and medical intervention allowed him to fly free 
again. He was successfully released back to his 
original habitat just as his breeding season was 
about to begin.  

To the Wind-Swept Sky I Will Fly 

S ometimes wildlife come into our clinic and 
we don’t see an obvious injury that explains 

their behavior or medical condition. A recent fe-
male Northern Harrier hawk was just that case. 
She was very emaciated, well below normal 
weight, weak and debilitated. 

A series of  tests revealed both bacterial and 
fungal infections. It’s likely she had suffered an 
injury that was healed by the time she arrived at 
Turtle Ridge. Like all wildlife, hawks have trouble 
maintaining their health and energy levels when 
injured so are unable to fight off  infections. Nu-
trient deficiency is the most frequent cause of  
depressed immune system. Her lack of  ability to 
hunt and eat weakened her immune system and 
allowed infections to take over. 

In addition to supplementing her diet to re-
build her strength, staff  began a long course of  

treatment to restore the balance and function of  
her immune system. Without treatment and nec-
essary nutrition, she would have continued to de-
cline and die. Instead she grew strong and 
healthy and was able to go back to her home in 
the wild. 

No bird soars too high if he soars with his own wings. (William Blake) 

Page 4 

Northern Harrier Hawk’s defensive posture shows 
she is ready for release! 

Charles Harmansky-Johnson 
releasing the kestrel. Kestrel in flight conditioning. 



THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT, WE  
CARED FOR 1,414 PATIENTS THIS 
YEAR! 

Mammals 538 

Raptors   78 

Songbirds 315 

Other Birds 307 

Water Birds 175 

Reptiles      1 

We are grateful for the grantors who generously support our efforts to protect wildlife and their habitat. 

Special thanks to our community partners and friends who provide wildlife food and services. 

(503) 364-0840  

Wildlife Support 

Charitable Trust 

KAREN SCHROTH FOUN-

DATION FOR ANIMALS 

(503) 361-7973  
(503) 581-3855  

(503) 763-6323  

MONTGOMERY 

CONSTRUCTION

(503) 363-9744  

Page 5 

Veterinary Advisors 
Erica Lipanovich, DVM 
Janette Ackermann, DVM  
Richard Hillmer, DVM  
Don Howard, DVM  
 

Board of Directors 
Debbie Sasser-President 
Robyn Baty-Vice President  
Stephen Goins-Secretary  
 
 

Advisory Board 
Brian Bliss 
Vickie Stiteler  

Staff 
Mary Bliss-Volunteer Executive Director 
Jessy Gill-Animal Care Director 
Charles Harmansky-Johnson-Animal    
 Care Assistant Director 

Thank you to our generous donors. To 

protect your privacy, we won’t name 

you here but please know your support 

makes a difference.. 

Thanks to Bernadine and Neil Bell 

for the bounty of blueberries! 

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS! YOU ARE THE HEART AND SOUL OF ALL WE DO. 

Click on the logos to visit their website. 

(503) 581-6468 

https://www.farmstore.com/
http://www.lifesourcenaturalfoods.com/
https://www.marionpolkfoodshare.org/
https://acesouthsalem.com/
http://www.whereorg.com/montgomery-construction-13471296
http://www.whereorg.com/montgomery-construction-13471296
https://salem.wbu.com/


Heartfelt  THANKS To Our Awesome Volunteers 

By Charles Harmansky-Johnson 

Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; 
they have the heart. (Elizabeth Andrew) 

Page 6 Paula Merritt since 2014 

Vickie Schneider since 
2014 

Kaitlin Chadwick since 
2017 

Sarah Anderson since 
2016 

Jean Daugherty since 
2014 

Breanna Yeager since 
2017 

Megan Paris since 2012 

Briana Sounhein since 
2014 

John Grace since 2016 

T he dictionary defines the word volunteer as a 
person who performs a service willingly and 

without pay. Turtle Ridge volunteers are so much 
more than that. To put it simply they are loving, car-
ing, committed, passionate, heartfelt and selfless peo-
ple who dedicate a resource that we all wish we had 
more of: TIME.  

Time for orphaned neonate raccoons…teaching 
them to nurse from a bottle since Mom is no longer 
there for them. 

Time to study the behavior of  a Great Horned Owl 
while it recovers from head trauma. 

Time to provide enrichment for our animal ambas-
sadors to keep them from getting bored. 

Time to educate the community on how to coexist 
with wildlife. 

Time for night feeding baby skunks that lost their 
mother, even when it means giving up their own 
restful sleep. 

Time to run errands, do laundry, wash dishes. 

But most importantly time for a place in their heart 
to help those that would otherwise be left helpless. 

Volunteers are our backbone and make us what we 
are today. Without the passion and love they selflessly 
give, our world would not be the same.  For that we 
love you all!  If  you are interested in joining our fami-
ly, you can find an application at 
www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org.  

Kirstin Demezas since 
2012 

http://www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org


Oregon Wings and Feathers 
Calendar 
Oregon wildlife 
photographer, 
Douglas Beall, 
generously pro-
duced this stun-
ning calendar as a 
benefit for Turtle 
Ridge. All pro-
ceeds from the sale go directly to the wildlife in 
our care. To view a video of  this beautiful calen-
dar, click here: 

You can purchase your calendar today by calling 
503-540-8664 or visit us at 1492 Bunker Hill Road 
S, Salem, OR. 
Please support our mission with this beauti-
ful and functional gift! 
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Home Is Where the         Is   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was our first year with a full Internship 
program and we were blessed with the help 
of  full time interns. They were the extra 
hands we needed to provide one-on-one care 
for the hundreds of  birds and mammals needing around the clock care. 

While filling that vital role, they learned valuable skills to help them in 
their future animal science careers. Our 2018 program will soon be posted 
on our website with instructions on how to apply at 
www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org. 

Intern’s “Home Away from Home” 

Chelsea Starck: “While being 
able to work with and raise 
these animals would have 
been an incredible experience 
under any circumstances, I 
feel like the atmosphere 
[staff] created and their 
leadership is what made it 
truly special.” 

John Clements: “The 
summer was amazing! It was 
great to see all the sick or 
injured animals recover and 
return to the wild."  

Giving Wisely 
If  you are age 70 ½ 
or older... 
You can make a tax-free 
distribution to Turtle 
Ridge Wildlife Center 
from your IRA. The dona-
tion must come directly 

from the IRA trustee or custodian but you can 
designate the amount. 
Benefits: 
 Your gift could satisfy your Required Mini-

mum Distribution that must be made at age 
70½. 

 Because it passes directly to Turtle Ridge, you 
do not pay taxes on the distribution. 

 You experience the joy of  gifting a new begin-
ning to Oregon’s wildlife. 

For more information about Qualified Charitable 
Deductions from retirement accounts, contact 
your tax advisor or CLICK HERE to visit the IRS 
website. 

Or go to: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sFMGdfFU9F4 

http://www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFMGdfFU9F4
https://www.irs.gov/retirement-plans/retirement-plans-faqs-regarding-iras-distributions-withdrawals


Turtle Ridge Wildlife Center 

PO Box 768 

Salem, OR 97308  

Your Support Saves Lives 
12 Gifts in 

12 Months 
Means you Save Lives All Year Long 

And we’ve got an easy way to do it 

 

 
 

Join our compassionate group of  monthly givers. 
These guardian angels know that giving monthly 
allows us to spend less time fundraising and more 
time saving lives. Simply click above or go to  
www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org. Page 8 

MAKE A MONTHLY GIFT 

Without your support, I would have lost 
my wing and probably my life. Juvenile 
Saw-whet Owl 

http://www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org
https://donorbox.org/turtle-ridge-wildlife-center-1

