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Beavers: A Preferred Restoration Partner 
Turtle Ridge recently collaborated with the local Bureau 

of Land Management (BLM) office on a restoration project 
in the Crabtree area. This is one of their many restoration 
projects to help repair and manage high-priority ecosys-
tems. BLM is reintroducing beaver populations into the 
areas because of their tremendous expertise as water man-
agers. They restore fish and wildlife habitat by improving 
wetland and stream function. 

While BLM was trapping a mated pair for relocation, the 
trap accidentally slammed on the femaleõs head. She suf-
fered serious injury with swelling, bruising, and deep lacera-
tions. One eye was dislocated from the socket and irrepara-
bly damaged. 

Turtle Ridge staff consulted with the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) and beaver experts at 
Oregon State University (OSU) to determine if it would be 
safe to release her. Field reports from OSU show that bea-
vers can survive in the wild with only one eye. ODFW ap-

proved the release if 
the beaver could 
recover from the 
injury. 

Staff veterinarian 
Erica Lipanovich 
operated to remove 
the eye and suture 
the wound. Turtle 
Ridge provided post
-operative care and 
treatment until the 
beaverõs injuries 
were fully healed. 
She was successfully 
reunited with the male at the restoration site. BLM staff 
report that she is doing well and the beavers are thriving in 
their new habitat. 

Members of the community rely on Turtle Ridge to 

care for orphaned and injured skunks each season and their 
numbers have been consistent 
over the years. Yet a recent arti-
cle in the Statesman Journal 
(òStinky Business, 9/27/17) 
claims we may be òexperiencing a 
skunk population explosion.ó 
The same article, however, stated 
òofficials with the Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife say 
sightings and ôsmellingsõ are nor-
mal for this time of year.ó 

Skunks are often portrayed as pests so weõd like to òclear 

the air.ó Instead of vilifying them for their presence and 
odor, letõs celebrate their contributions to the ecosystem: 
¶ Control of Insect Populations: 70% of a skunkõs diet 

is insects that damage our crops and gardens. 
¶ Eating Other Pests: Whatõs not to love about a critter 

that eats mice, rats, moles, shrews, termites, and cock-
roaches? 

¶ Clean Up Crew: Skunks will eat whatever they can 
scrounge, including carrion. 

The growth of human population continues to crowd 
out these gentle, nonconfrontational critters causing more 
urban contact.  A few simple changes can eliminate most 
conflicts: 
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Dr. Lipanovich with the injured 
beaver. 

Letõs Debunk a Skunk Story 

òBeavers are quickly becoming a preferred restoration partner because of their dam building skills, especially 
when dealing with the challenges and uncertainties posed by a changing climate.ó Retrieved from: http://

fisheriesprogram.blogspot.com/2015/07/beavers-participate-in-restoration.html 



Take These Broken Wings and Learn to 

Fly (Lennon- McCartney) 

S taff  from the Marion Forks Fish Hatchery 
near Idanha recently witnessed a bald eagle at-

tacking a raven. While 
the raven survived, they 
could see it was injured 
and unable to fly. The 
raven managed to evade 
them for several days but 
their persistence paid off  
when debilitation from 
the injury allowed them 
to get close. They suc-
cessfully captured and 
brought the injured ra-
ven to Turtle Ridge. 
The medical staff  deter-

mined the raven was an adult female, which was 
emaciated and had a broken wing with an open 
wound. Staff  stabilized her weakened condition 
and immobilized the injured wing with a wrap to 
keep it restrained against her body. The broken 
bones (radius and ulna) were luckily in alignment 
which makes for a better outcome. Ravens are no-
torious for removing wraps but this one left it on, 

which allowed the break to heal and antibiotics to 
speed the recovery of  the tear in the wing. 
The work didnõt end thereéshe also suffered 

damage to the flight feathers that grow from those 
wing bones. Without the feathers she couldnõt fly 
and thus not hunt or eat. The broken feathers were 
removed to allow for the growth of  new ones. It 
takes up to 4 months for new feathers to fill in, so 
she was kept in a large aviary with natural enrich-
ing activities to keep 
her mind active and 
lessen the stress of  
captivity.  

Once the new feath-
ers were in place, flight 
conditioning restored 
her strength and stami-
na. She was released 
back to her habitat near 
the fish hatchery. An 
adult and juvenile ra-
ven, which we assume 
is her family, live in the 
same area. The hatch-
ery staff  report that 
she is doing well and hanging out 
with the other ravens. Page 2 

¶ Close off spaces where they might burrow beneath, such as houses, 
sheds, and porches. 

¶ If you compost, choose a bin that excludes wildlife. 
¶ Place bird feeders where they are not accessible to skunks. 
¶ Keep yards free of pet food or fallen fruit. 
¶ Secure garbage can with a tight-fitting lid. 
¶ Use audio cues to avoid startling them which can cause spraying, especially 

when letting dogs out at dusk or dawn. 
¶ Give them plenty of space and appear calm and non-threatening; they will 

usually just move on. 
¶ Beware of local businesses that claim to relocate them (ODFW does not allow this due to risk of spreading disease) 
or euthanize them; not all businesses use humane methods because itõs so costly. 

 

Skunks canõt outrun predators so 
spray is their only defense. They 
prefer not to spray because it de-
pletes their supply and advertises 
where they are. After a full dis-
charge, it can take up to 10 days 
to resupply. 
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Nuisance skunk in your yard? 

We can help you! It takes little 

effort to resolve because 

skunks quickly get the hint 

when they are mildly harassed 

and will move elsewhere!  

Tomato juice simply masks skunk odor. To eliminate it, mix: 

§ 1 quart (4 c.) 3-percent hydrogen peroxide (available at any pharmacy) 

§ ¼ cup baking soda 

§ 1 teaspoon liquid dish detergent. 

Apply to the affected area; repeat if needed, and rinse thoroughly. 

Broken wing and 
laceration. 

Ready to go home. 



4-day-old Raccoon 

3-week-old Striped Skunk 

Northern Flying Squirrel 

2-month-old Barn 
Owlet 

1-week-old Mallard Duckling 

7-week-old Grey Fox 

Black Bear Cub 

Vaux�·s Swift Hatchlings 

4-week-old Western Grey Squirrel 

2-week-old Western Scrub 
Jay 

Fledgling Crow 
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ORPHANED BABIES RAISED AND RELEASED 

   Thanks to Your Loving Support 


