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Currently in our care: 

 

31 mallard ducklings 

30 raccoons 

23 skunks 

16 ground squirrels 

10 sparrows 

8 crows 

6 violet green swallows 

6 cliff swallows 

5 sapsuckers 

5 scrub jays 

3 American kestrels 

3 great horned owls 

3 chickadees 

2 stellars jays 

2 robins 

2 killdeer 

1 fox 

1 red-tailed hawk 

1 raven 

1 osprey 

1 grouse 

1 flicker 

“Every individual matters. 

Every individual has a role 

to play. Every individual 

makes a difference.”  

- Jane Goodall  

Elkhorn: The Bear Cub You Helped Save   

 He was unresponsive and lying in the brush off the 

trail. That’s how experienced outdoorsman, Corey 

Hancock, found this black bear cub. Corey waited 

nearby, vigilant for signs of the bear’s family. It       

became clear little Elkhorn (named for the region 

where he was found) was alone so Corey wrapped 

him up in his flannel shirt and took off on the 2-mile 

run back to his vehicle.   

    Corey reached out to Facebook about his options and luckily for Elkhorn,  

someone recommended Turtle Ridge Wildlife Center.   

    A dedicated volunteer stayed up with him all 

night, focused on keeping Elkhorn hydrated 

and nourished.  At 2 a.m. he stabilized. By 2 

p.m. the following day Elkhorn was on his way 

to the Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife veteri-

narian where he received a full exam and    

continued care. He’s now living at PAWS in Lynnwood, WA with an          

orphaned female black bear cub from Roseburg, OR.   

    It took a village, but Elkhorn and his female companion should be ready 

to be released back into the wilderness Spring of 2018.    

Corey decided to act when he saw 

Elkhorn in distress. And thanks to the 

dedication of our donors and support-

ers, Turtle Ridge Wildlife Center was 

able to assist in our leg of Elkhorn’s   

journey.  

Thank you for helping him survive.  

Injured and orphaned wildlife need your help. Make a gift today! Donate online at www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org. 



Natural Instincts Kick In by Mary Bliss 

    We are at the peak of our orphan season, so I 

thought it a perfect time to answer a question we are 

often asked: “How can you duplicate what a mother 

feeds a baby and teach it to survive on its own?” 

    First, each species has a very specific nutritional 

need. Each formula we use is created by a zoologist 

nutrition expert so it contains the proper ratios of 

protein, fat, vitamins and minerals. When the animals 

grow old enough to begin self-feeding, we create a 

“wild up” environment to encourage foraging and 

provide foods in the natural form they will find it in 

the wild. A daunting task, but one our donors’ sup-

port enables us to perform for each different species. 

And second, there is an essential time to release so 

that we don’t keep them too long. While these re-

lease times are regarded as “best practice”, most im-

portantly for the animal’s future, is that their instinct 

simply kicks in.  

    For example, we provide live fish for the raccoons 

before we release them but not frogs or crawdads. 

Yet we have watched them find those and catch them 

within minutes of being released back into the wild. 

During soft releases out of our aviary, we’ve seen 

swallows catch insects on the fly immediately. Two 

years later and we have a group of previously re-

leased birds who come back to the same aviary in the 

Spring and build nests in special boxes we hung on 

the building.  

    It’s inspiring to know they left us healthy enough to 

migrate all the way to South America and back. The 

staff and volunteers like to believe that our orphans 

have an even better chance than many who are 

raised in the wild. For instance, mothers in the wild 

may have struggled to find the perfect diet and pro-

tect the baby from predators and the threat of unpre-

dictable conditions when trying to grow healthy. But 

thanks to the caring support of our donors and volun-

teers, when cared for at Turtle Ridge, orphaned and 

injured animals are given a safe place to grow healthy 

so they are ready to take on the world when their 

natural instincts begin to kick in. 

Turtle Ridge Wildlife Center runs on three things: 1) Compassion,  
2) Financial Support from our Community and 3) VOLUNTEERS! If 
you’d like to lend a hand and sign up as a Turtle Ridge volunteer, give 
us a call at 503-540-8664 or email info@turtleridgewildlifecenter.org. 
 
Shifts:   Duties: 

8:30am – 1:00pm Animal Care 

1:00pm – 5:00pm Food Prep 

5:00pm – 9:00pm Wildlife Chores (laundry, dishes, cage cleaning, etc.) 

   Rescue Transport 

   Reception and Answering Phones 

Injured and orphaned wildlife need your help. Make a gift today! Donate online at www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org. 

Call for 
more info! 



Your Support in Action: Recent Happy Endings by Jessy Gill 
 

     Oregon State Police brought us a 7 week old Grey Fox kit that was trapped on a 
campground in Sweet Home, OR.  They called in assistance once they realized it wasn’t a cat 
that was growling under a yurt. OSP confiscated the kit and luckily the trooper knew about 
Turtle Ridge Wildlife Center and brought him to us. 

     We knew the best chance for the kit was to reunite it with its mother so we came up with 
a plan. We mapped out the location and strategized. We would have to position ourselves far 
enough away from the kit as possible while still being able to see it.  We would also have to 
be very patient and persistent. 

     It took four attempts over the course of 3 nights before mom crossed our path, found her 
kit, and they quietly disappeared into the forest. A fox family reunited. 

 

     In June, we received a call from R&R Tree Service. They were cutting down an old tree 
when they heard peeping noises coming from one of the sections of tree they had cut down. 
They rushed the cut log to our center where we located the nest cavity but the babies were  
out of reach.  We dug out the saws from our tool shed and began taking turns sawing into     
the log closer to the nest.  

     Inside were five Red Breasted Sapsucker nestlings, less than a week old. After 
spending a couple weeks in an incubator they moved to a soft cage with room to ex-
plore and try new foods while still being hand fed insects.  Within weeks the new 
fledlings started eating on their own and were ready for the big aviary. Three weeks 
later and they are now close to being released. The area around the Center is suitable 
so we “soft-release” by opening the aviary door which will allow them to leave on 
their own time and return for food if they choose, providing as easy of a transition 
back into the wild as possible. 

You Found a Baby Animal, What Now? by Charles Harmansky-Johnson 

Each spring and summer we receive many phone calls from concerned com-
munity members who have found a baby bird or mammal. I’d like to offer 
some quick tips on what to do if this happens to you.  First, unless you see a 
deceased mother or the animal is obviously injured, do not  assume that the 
animal is orphaned.  For avian species look at the bird: does it have feathers? 
If so, it may be in a transitional phase of growth. When birds leave the nest, 
some can spend up to a couple weeks on the ground, hopping around before 
being able to fly. These fledgling birds' parents are nearby and will continue 
to care for the young. If the bird does not have feathers or is unable to hop 
around yet it is still a nestling. If you can locate the nest, you can put the chick right back. Keep in mind that birds 
will not be abandoned by their parents after being touched by a human and a young bird’s chances of survival is 
always better when raised by its mother and father.   
 
If you find a baby mammal that is not injured and you do not see a mother the best thing for the baby is to leave it 
alone. If you have found the nest or den, place the baby back and if you are unable to locate the nest or den place 
the baby near where he/she was found. Staying a safe distance away, keep an eye out for a couple of hours to see 
if a mother to comes back. Some mammal species will leave their young all day while they are out foraging for 
food and eating. A couple common mammals that do this are rabbits and deer.  Other mammal babies, like skunks, 
will often become restless as they get older and will explore outside their den while their mother is asleep in-
side.  Watch the babies from a distance for several hours to see if they return or the mother comes for them.  
 
For more information click the 'found a baby animal' link at www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org. If you have con-
cerns, questions or need advice, contact us at Turtle Ridge. One of our volunteers that will be more than happy to 
help and answer any questions you have.               

Injured and orphaned wildlife need your help. Make a gift today! Donate online at www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org. 

http://www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterinary Advisors  Board of Directors   Advisory Board 

Erica Lipanovich, DVM  Debbie Sasser - President  Brian Bliss 
Janette Ackermann, DVM  Robyn Baty - Vice President    Vickie Stiteler                            
Richard Hillmer, DVM   Stephen Goins - Secretary 
Don Howard, DVM    

         
Staff                                
Mary Bliss - Volunteer Executive Director       
Jessy Gill - Animal Care Director             
Charles Harmansky-Johnson - Animal Care Assistant Director            
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