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If a man 

aspires toward 

a righteous life, 

his first act of 

abstinence is 

from injury to 

animals 

Albert Einstein 

T his beautiful 

Nighthawk 

suffered a head 

injury and was 

brought to Turtle 

Ridge for care.  

She was nearing 

departure time for 

her migration so it 

was crucial that we 

could get her 

healed as quickly 

as possible .  Luck-

ily her injuries healed rap-

idly. 

Migrating birds are vulner-

able to sudden changes in 

climate as exemplified by 

the high number of swal-

lows that were caught off 

guard by the heavy rain 

and cool temperatures and 

died in late September this 

year.   

Migrating birds have fol-

lowed the same routes and 

routines for hundreds of 

years and if our Nighthawk 

missed the window of op-

portunity to join its fellow 

travelers, she would likely 

perish.   

Nighthawks from the Pa-

cific Northwest migrate all 

the way to South America.  

This great distance re-

quires that they leave ear-

lier than many other mi-

gratory birds.  As you 

would expect, they are 

also one of the last to re-

turn each spring. 

We look at every single 

animal as important to the 

survival of that species.  

While Nighthawks are not 

on the threatened or en-

dangered species lists, 

their numbers are declin-

ing in the northwest.  This 

one bird’s survival could 

easily result in hundreds of 

Nighthawks in a few short 

years when you take into 

account the number of 

offspring directly from it 

and future generations  

Interestingly, Nighthawks, 

are not actually in the 

Hawk family but rather in 

the Nightjar family with  

the Whip-poor-will and 

others.  They are ravenous 

insectivores feeding at 

dawn and dusk on mainly 

mosquitoes, flying ants and 

moths and are known to 

eat up to 50 species of 

insects, many that are de-

structive to useful vegeta-

tion or are otherwise ad-

verse to human welfare. 

So the nighthawk ranks 

high in the list of birds 

beneficial to humans. 

  

Fall/Winter 

2013 
A nonprofit 501(c)(3) dedicated to the preservation of the environment and peaceful coexistence with nature 



 

 

Cliff Swallows 

Wild Turkey 

Unfortunately the out-

comes are not always 

pleasant, like this one.  

We made our best effort 

to save the wild Turkey 

to the left, but sadly he 

died from his injuries 

from being struck by 

a car despite several 

weeks of care. It’s 

always painful for us 

to lose a patient. 
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Two weeks in an incubator 

and then into her own habitat 
saved this nestling Green 
Heron.  She arrived at Turtle 

Ridge from Dallas early this 
spring.  The heron was cap-
tured and injured by a roam-

ing cat  but was saved by a 
conscientious neighbor.  The 
mortality rate for cat-caught 

birds is very high, but with 
quick treatment many will 
recover  

Belted Kingfisher at Turtle 

Ridge following an unplanned 
collision with a window.  Unfor-
tunately his injuries were too 

severe and he didn't survive. 

Belted Kingfisher  

Nestling Green Heron 

Meet a Few of Our Patients 

The Cliff Swallows to 

the right were brought in 
because a group of kids 
destroyed their nest.  

They had a short stay  as 
they were about to fledge. 

The baby Raccoon to the left is 

comforted by  lying on a fur.  We 

receive many fur coats and other 

garments from The Humane Society 

of the US for our use in raising baby 

mammals.  The furs are donated to 

the HUS by people across the coun-

try who share our aversion to the 

killing of animals for the use of their 

beautiful coats. 

Furs  

generously 

donated by 

Humane  

Society of 

the US are 

put to use 

by Turtle 

Ridge 

Raccoon baby 

Porcupine 

A soft tissue injury due to a fall 

out of a tree brought the above 

Porcupine to us for rehabilitative 

care.  He was soon healed and 

successfully released. 

Downy  

Woodpeckers 

These  Downy 

Woodpeckers 
came to us just 

days old.  They 
were orphaned 

and would have 
had no chance 

for survival with-
out their stay at Turtle Ridge.  They 

are pictured just before their re-

lease back into the wild 

Tracks from Turtle Ridge  
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Just finishing up is a 4-part 
program with Crosshill 

Christian Academy’s 
Nature Club.  Education 
Director, Jessy Gill 

brought our new Ambas-
sador Education Animals, 
which the kids adored.  
She even had time to 

squeeze in a nature scav-
enger hunt. 
Portland Audubon Jun-

ior Wildlife Vet summer 
camp came to the center 
for several weeks to learn 

about caring for injured 
wildlife.  Hammond Ele-
mentary and McKinley 

Elementary schools 

benefitted from the pro-
grams and every year we 

join Family Nature 
Night making our ever 
fun Wild Bird Seed Bombs 

with hundreds of children.  
In addition, we joined 
summer fun programs 
with The Boys & Girls 

Club and Salem Parks 
Department. 
We do Outreach Educa-

tion Programs for all ages.  
This year we visited 50+ 
Senior Center and Ce-

dar Village Assisted 
Living & Memory 
Care.  You can find us 

every year at the Christ-

mas Fest and Birds and 
Blooms events at Silver 

Falls State Park plus the 
Earth Day Celebration 
at Oregon Garden. 

Our last appearances for 

the year with the Ambas-

sador Birds of Prey will be 

at Madrona Hills Ace 

Hardware from 2:00 

until 4:00 PM every Satur-

day in December.  Come 

by and say “Hello”, visit 

with our Birds of Prey, 

and browse the aisles at 

Ace Hardware. 

Portland Audubon Junior 
Wildlife Vet participants . 

Jessy Gill giving a presentation to the residents of Cedar 

Village Assisted Care 

Crosshill Christian Academy kids each getting personal 

visits from Tank.  He actually goes  around to everyone!  

Tank the Box Turtle 

Pillsbury the Dove 

Kaiser, the 

Bearded Dragon 

Hammond Elemen-

tary students taking 

notes  

Our Education Team in the Community 

Fall/Winter 2013 

Cawner the Crow 



 

 

Turtle Ridge Critters’ Favorite Bird & Squirrel Recipes 

Use Natural 

Ingredients 

without Food 

Colorings, 

Additives, or 

Preservatives. 

They are as 

Unhealthy for 

Animals as 

they are for 

You 
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Anna’s Hummingbird 

 Easy Suet 

 
1 Cup peanut butter.  Use either creamy or 
chunky 
1 Cup vegetable shortening 

3 Cups cornmeal 
1 Cup whole wheat flour 
½ Cup mix of Special Ingredients made up of 

raisins, dates, dried fruit, bird seed, cracker 
crumbs, cereal, unsalted nuts, uncooked oatmeal, 
or any similar ingredients 
Plastic wrap 

Bundt or shallow baking pan 
 

Slowly melt peanut butter and shortening in a double boiler.  Pour into large bowl and 

add corn meal and whole wheat flour.  Mix by hand until it reaches the consistency of 
medium-stiff cookie dough.  Stir in Special Ingredients.  Press firmly into Bundt or bak-
ing pan lined with plastic wrap until about 2 inches thick.  Cover with another sheet of 

plastic wrap and add another layer of Suet mix.  Cover and refrigerate overnight.  Pull 
gently out of pan and keep wrapped in plastic.  Store in refrigerator or freezer until 
placing in suet feeder. 

 Birdseed Cakes 

 
1-1/2 Cups water 
8 Tablespoons cold water 
4 ¼-ounce packages of Knox unflavored gelatin 

8 Cups Birdseed 
Cupcake baking pan, silicone baking pan, jello 
molds, or cookie cutters 

  
Boil 1-1/2 cups of water.  Place 8 tablespoons of cold water 
into a large bowl and stir in the 4 packages of Knox gelatin.  Allow to sit for 1 minute.  
Add the 1-1/2 Cups of boiling water stir for 2 to 3 minutes or until the gelatins fully 

dissolves.  Stir birdseed into the gelatin mixing thoroughly.  Let the mixture sit for few 
minutes and stir again.  Repeat stirring/sitting until all liquid is absorbed.  Spoon the 
mixture into a greased pan, molds, or cookie cutters and pack well.  Refrigerate for at 

least 3 hours.  Remove cakes from pan, mold, or cookie cutters (may have to heat to 
room temperature before cakes will come out) onto a cooling rack and let dry over-
night or longer, if necessary.  Wrap individually in plastic wrap or 

freeze in Ziplock bags  

 Reminder… 

Many Hummingbirds remain in the Willamette Valley year 
round.  Don’t forget to keep your feeders filled during the winter.  
It’s important that hummingbird feeders be cleaned thoroughly to 

prevent mold.  A good, safe mixture for the feeders is 1/4 Cup of 
sugar dissolved in 1 Cup of water.  Don’t add any food coloring.  
Heat in microwave for 2 minutes and allow to cool before filling 

feeders. 

Western Tanager 

Photo courtesy of Doug Beall Skunk baby 

Tiny baby in safe hands  

Western Grey Squirrel 



 

 

Raccoons of all 

ages come to us . 
Most are or-
phaned like the 

ones shown here.  

Pictured you can see the 
different phases they go 

through.  From tiny 

eyes-closed, to 
nursing babies, then 
mischievous juve-
niles like the ones 

getting a water-
melon treat compli-
ments of 

Lifesource Natu-
ral Foods, and on 
to life on their own 

following release.  

More of our 2013 Patients 
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Young Red Tail 

Hawk with 
burns from con-

tact with a 
power line 

We had an un-

usual patient this 
year. We got a 
call to go pick up 

a baby porcupine 
that had hitched a 
ride on a bus that 

had been towed 
from eastern 
Oregon. When 

we went to pick 
it up, however, it 
turned out to be 

a Yellow-

Bellied 
Marmot.  

These guys 
are com-
mon resi-

dents of 
eastern Oregon, 
but not so com-

mon in the Wil-
lamette Valley. 
Luckily, he was 
not injured and 

perfectly healthy. 
He was trans-
ported back to 

his normal habitat 
after a few days 
of care.  

This elusive animal 
is a Virginia Rail 

chick. He was 
brought in after 
being caught by a 

cat. These 

birds are 
very secre-
tive and shy, 

so they are 
not seen 
very often in 

the wild. In 
order to make him 
feel more comfort-

able, we provided a 
mirror so he 
wouldn’t feel alone 

and provided him 

with lots of foliage 
to hide in. Because 
he was caught by a 

cat, he needed to 
be started on anti-
biotics. Keeping 

your cats indoors 
or putting a bell on 
their collar can pre-

vent many of these 
attacks on wildlife  

Four of the Vaux’s 
Swift successfully 
raised and released 

this year. These little 
birds are unable to 
perch normally due 

to their specialized 

anatomy and need to 

grip onto vertical 
surfaces using their 
strong claws. They 

spend most of their 
time flying and mi-
grate all the way 

down to South 
America for the win-
ter! Another interest-

ing fact about these 
birds is that they are 
an old growth forest 
species. They would 

normally nest in old, 
dead, hollowed out 
trees or snags. Due 

to the decrease in old 

growth forest habitat, 

they have adapted to 
nesting in chimneys. 
They are often found 

when they fall down 
into the fireplace. 
Most of the time, 

they can be helped 
back up into the 
chimney to rejoin 

their nest mates. 
These four had to be 
hand raised because 
the chimney structure 

did not allow us to re
-nest them.  

Fall/Winter 2013 

The babies to the left are 

in a nest knitted by a vol-
unteer.  If you are a knit-
ter and would like to 

make these for Turtle 
Ridge’s baby birds, request 
the pattern from us 
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Our Corks & Caps for Critters Team Scores Again  

A tip of our cap to our Corks & Caps for Critters 

Team along with all the many donors of the corks 
and bottle caps we sell.  One again, this continuing 
project raised enough to pay our electric, gas, and 

phone bills.  Big applause to Linda DeConcini, Jim & 
Tina Heuser, and Robyn Baty. Jim & Tina solicit, 

Robyn sorts & counts, and Linda sells the thousands 

collected.  Each along with several volunteers make 
the rounds to the many businesses listed below.  
When you visit one of the businesses next, thank 

them for their generous support of Turtle Ridge.  

Andaluz Spanish Tapas  Salem 

Applebee's  South Salem 

Bentley's & The Grand Hotel  Salem 

Best Little Roadhouse  Salem 

Copper John's  Salem 
Cristo's Pizzaria  Salem 

Da Vinci Ristorante & Wine Bar  Salem 

Eola Hills Winery  Rickreall 

f/Stop Fitzgerald's Public House  Salem 

Flight Deck  Salem 

Food 4 Less  Salem 
Gamberetti's Italian Restaurant  Salem 

Grand Vines Grand Vines  Salem 

Half Penny Bar & Grill  Salem 

Hilton Hotel Bistro 931 Restaurant  Portland 

Hilton Hotel Porto Terra Restaurant  Portland 

La Capitale Brasserie  Salem 

Lulu's  Salem 

McGrath's Downtown  Salem 

Napoleon's Creperie & Gelato  Salem 

Olive Garden  Salem 
Orupa Restaurant  Salem 

Pete's  Salem 

Pink House Café  Independence 

Robert's Crossing  Salem 

Rudy's  Salem 

The Cheesecake Factory  Tigard 
Trader Joe's  Salem 

Trinity Vineyards  Salem 

Venti's Café & Catering  South Salem 

Venti's Café & Catering  Downtown Salem 
Willamette Valley Grill & Bar  Salem 

Thank you for your part in helping us save the lives of our beautiful native wild creatures! 

“Many of 

the children 

I work with 

have never 

seen an 

animal up 

close” 

Whether it’s talking with 
people who bring injured or 
orphaned animals to the cen-

ter or when we’re out talking 
to people in the community, 
the common thread we help 
to unwind is a disconnection 

with the natural world.  We 
work hard to educate people 
on how to protect wildlife 

and their natural habitats . 
Working with children in 

school, church, and other 
community programs has 
become one of the most 

rewarding experiences in my 
life.  Each child takes away 
something special from Tur-
tle Ridge’s message; maybe 

even something powerful 
enough to have an effect on 
their entire life.  Many of the 

children I work with have 
never even seen an animal up 

close.  Offering them an ex-
perience to learn about and 
connect with our animal am-

bassadors opens their minds 
to the rest of the natural 
world they live in.  Some 
children find inspiration and 

hope in our mission as they 
learn and understand the 
work we do and how they 

can be a part of it. 

Message from Development & Education Director, Jessy Gill  

There aren't sufficient words to fully express the deep gratitude and admiration we feel for our many vol-
unteers.  There’s a common bond between those who do critter rescue, emergency medical care, mainte-
nance, daily care, fundraising, training, scheduling, food raising or collecting, represent us at community 

events , or serve on our board of directors.  We all share a deep respect for nature and recognition that 
every life is important.  Nature doesn't distinguish between so called “pests” and “majestic symbols”.  Each 
has its place in the natural balance that our own species is upsetting.  Our volunteers have chosen to make 

a difference and by participating in Turtle Ridge, they most certainly are.  Bless each and every one of you. 

Salute to our Volunteers 

Check our website for the many volunteer opportunities we offer  
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Owls, Owls, and More Owls 

Can you identify the owls in the photos?  We 

had many of each species this year at Turtle 

Ridge.  They came to us for a variety of rea-

sons:  fallen nestlings, destroyed nests from  

cutting a tree, tearing down of barns.  Our first 

priority is to try to return any nestlings to their 

nests.  It is difficult because of their locations, 

but we are often successful.  If the nest is gone 

and no parents are in the area, the babies are 

brought to us for care.  When they mature 

enough to be released, we take them to the 

same area where they were found.  Saw-

Whet, Great Horn, Pygmy, Screech, and 

Barn Owls are pictured.  Check your answers 

below.  . 

A– Pygmy Owl  B– Screech Owl   C– Great Horned Owl nestling  D– Barn Owl nestlings  E– Barred Owl  F– Saw-Whet Owl 

Currently recovering at Turtle 

Ridge from a head injury.  He’s 
progressing well and we hope to 
release him before Christmas. 

A windstorm blew her from 

her lofty nest.  She was relo-
cated back to her nest suc-
cessfully  

A 
B 

C 

E 

F 

D 

Nest was found destroyed when 

pallets were moved in a ware-
house.  The smallest weighed 
only 20 grams. All survived and 
were released  

Fell from nest and had a minor 

fracture .  He was fully reha-
bilitated and released  

Was cat-caught and brought to us 

for care in 2012.  After several 
weeks we were able to release 
him back into his native territory. 

Fell from nest and was success-

fully rehabilitated and released  

Fall/Winter 2013 

Please check out 

our ‘Wish List’ 

on our website  
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Junco Nestlings 

It costs 

more than 

you would 

think to 

raise an 

orphaned 

or injured 

animal 

Rufous Hummingbird  

Male Downy 

Woodpecker  

Killdeer 

Mallard Ducklings 

House Finches & Chickadee 

Osprey Juvenile 

Red Tail Hawk 

Mourning Dove 

Tanager & Cedar 

Waxwing Buddies 



 

 

Mix together in a spray  

bottle: 

12 oz of White Vinegar 

2 T Dish Soap 

2 T Cooking Oil 
Spray directly on weeds or 
grass. Take care not to get 
spray onto areas you don't 

want treated. 

Repeat after 1 week. 

Turtle Ridge’s Signature event  
was held in May in the garden 
center at Ace Hardware at 

Madrona Hills.  It was well 
attended and we were able to 
visit with many of our sup-

porters,  Our Raptor Ambas-
sadors were on hand as well 
as a number of local crows 

that added an entertaining 
wrinkle to the flight demon-
stration.   
On hand were Santiam 

Brewing of Salem with their 

crafted beers, Mia Sonatina 
Cellars from Amity, and Ab-
bie & Oliver’s Artisan 

Cheese from McMinnville.  
Other supporters included 
Kettle Foods, and Readers 

Guide. Entertainment was 
provided in an improvised 
light jazz and blues jam session 

featuring Salem vocalist, Molly 
Morris. 
Next year’s New Beginning’s 
is scheduled for May 3rd and 

will right here at the Turtle 

Ridge location on 
Bunker Hill Rd.  
Already we have a 

great line up of 
sponsors and en-
tertainment and 

look forward to making this a 
memorable event. Check our 
website as the date draws 

near for more details.  If you 
know of a business that shares 
our respect and compassion 
for wildlife, ask if they would 

like to become involved. 

Tips for Taking care of our Environment 

New Beginnings 2013 

Amphibians and Reptiles– The Unseen Victims 

Amphibians and Reptiles are 

endangered or extinct par-
tially because of the impact of 
the growing use of pesticides 
and fertilizers.  Untold tons 

of chemicals used in agricul-
ture and yards find their way 
into these animals via direct 

contact or indirectly through 
contamination of their food 
bases.   

The value of reptiles and 
amphibians to the ecosystem 

is difficult to measure.  They 

are important due to their 
place in the chain of life: both 
as a predator for pests and 
their role as a food source of 

other animals.   
How can you help?  Indi-
rectly, it starts with purchas-

ing as many naturally grown, 
pesticide-free foods as possi-
ble.  You can also directly 

protect them by making 
choices on the chemicals you 

use in your own yards.  

There are safe alternatives 
available through many sup-
pliers of garden and lawn 
care products.  Do the re-

search and make choices that 
don't harm the environment. 
Reptiles and amphibians are 

the unseen and often ignored 
animals around us.  If we all 
do our part to protect them, 

we will help preserve them 
for future generations   

Reptiles and 

Amphibians are 

the unseen and 

often Ignored 

Animals Around 

us 
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Musicians at 2013 New 

Beginnings Event 

White Breasted  

Nuthatch  

Non-Toxic Deer Deterrent  Safe Weed Killer 

Boil 4T Cayenne Pepper 

in 1 cup vinegar for one 
minute  
Blend 4 garlic cloves to a 

puree in 2 cups water.  
Strain mixtures through 
a coffee filter 

Mix these with a cup of 
ammonia and a cup of oil 
soap. 

Fill a 3 gallon garden 
sprayer with mixture 
and top off with water 

Spray mix-

ture on 
and around 
any area in 

your gar-
den you 
want to keep deer-free.  

Spray in early spring and 
reapply every 2-3 
months through fall. 

Pay particular attention 
to apply to new growth 
which the deer favor. 

Please check 

out our Wish 

List on our 

website  
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C om m u n i t y  Pa r t n ers  &  B u s i n es s  Su p p or t e r s   

Madrona Hills ACE Hardware  

A special thanks goes out to Matt Haddad and Judy 

Hillman from Ace Hardware at Madrona Hills for 
their generous support of  Turtle Ridge.  They provide 
us supplies  at a savings and allow us to display a Giving 

Tree at Christmas. 
Madrona Hills Ace Hardware 
hosted a book signing event with 

Margie Carroll. She read her books 
featuring several wild animals she pho-
tographed to enthralled children.  A 

big hit at this event were the domestic 
ducklings that swam in a tub and let the children pet 
them.  The tub was also a wishing well for Turtle 

Ridge’s benefit. 

LifeSource Natural Foods 
has consistently made avail-

able food boxes twice-

monthly for our crit-

ters as well as occa-
sionally providing a 

box for those cus-
tomers willing to 

donate their bag refunds.  
We all thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts!  

Our Community 

Partners come 

through time 

after time.  We 

truly appreciate 

all they do for us. 

Tracks from Turtle Ridge  

2014 Calendars Now Available 

Red Raven Gallery 

hosted a wonderful 
fundraiser for us in Sep-
tember.  All the artists 
in this group donated a 

piece of “Wild” art for 

a silent auction to bene-

fit Turtle Ridge.  Gos-
hawk Glen Winery 
served tastings of their 
delicious Pinot Noir. 

Sandcastles and Sunsets 
Cline’s Condo for Charities 

Combine a beautiful view over-

looking the Pacific at Lincoln 
City with a luxurious condo 
and add in a generous donation 

from all rentals by the owners, 
Craig & Cheri Cline, to your 
chosen charity (think Turtle 

Ridge!) and what do you get?  
A guilt free, relaxing weekend 
or week on the coast! 

Contact Keystone Vacation 
Rentals for reservations at 
(503)-784-5271.  Check out the 
website:  

Keystonevacationsoregon.com 

Baby Chipmunk 

Please check out 

our Wish List on 

our website  

Julie G for donating funds for 
our new mammal and bird rehab 
buildings 

Fitts Seafood and Cedar 
Creek Hatchery for fish  

Jim Roth & Ramona Trader 
for dozens of farm-fresh eggs 

Alice Brewer and Jan Petree 
for1000’s of meal worms 

Venti’s for including us in their 
month long support of nonprof-

its in our area. 
 
The 100’s of business and indi-
vidual supporters & donors of 

money and supplies over the 
year. Many have chosen to re-
main anonymous.  You know 

who you are 
 

Special Thanks 

Another big Turtle Ridge 

thank you to award win-
ning wildlife photogra-
pher Doug Beall who 

travels throughout Ore-
gon capturing stunning 
photos of our native 

birds.  This is the 3rd 
year he has supported us 
with a beautiful  calen-

dar .  Call our center for 

retail stores who stock our 
calendar.  All proceeds 
(after printing costs) go to 

benefit Turtle Ridge. Addi-
tional prints are available 
from Doug’s websites 
abirdsingsbe-

causeithasasong.com or email 
him at bealla49@gmail.com 

Doug Beall, Wildlife Photographer 

Performance Martial Arts Academy 

held a tournament on our behalf and 
winner, Kyle Cox for choosing us to 

donate his earnings.  

Without grants from these or-

ganizations we could not accom-
plish our mission.  We are very 
grateful to: 

The Kinsman Foundation  

Wildlife Support Charitable 

Trust  

Gus Hawthorne Foundation  

Hugh & Marie Colson Family 

Karen Schroth Foundation 
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A Message from Mary Bliss, Executive Director 

“We do not 

treat or house 

exotic animals 

like lions, 

tigers, pythons, 

and alligators.  

Nor do we take 

in inherently 

dangerous 

native animals 

like cougars, 

bears, wolves, 

and 

rattlesnakes”  

I'm sure all of you are 

saddened as we are by 
the recent death to a 
caregiver at a nearby 
wildlife sanctuary.  

And, as is true with 
most tragic events like 
this, it could have been 

prevented if proper 
adherence to the ac-
cepted safety protocol 

were followed.  Re-
gardless of the circum-

stances involved, this is a 

true tragedy: a young woman 
lost her life; her family and 
friends will be impacted for 

the rest of their lives, and so 
much of the good the sanctu-
ary provided will be forever 

overshadowed by this unnec-
essary tragedy.  Our 
thoughts and prayers go out 

to the friends and family of 
the victim. 

To say we care about the 
safety of our staff at Turtle 

Ridge is not a strong enough 
statement.  We care deeply 
for the health and safety of 

the compassionate people 
who give their time and ef-
fort to our animals..For their 

own benefit they must always 
be aware of the potential for 
injury or illness that can oc-

cur.  It is of paramount im-
portance that all are properly 
trained on the safest way to 

handle our patients, working 
with the different medica-
tions and chemicals we use, 

and the emphasis on cleanli-
ness throughout our facility.  
All our caregivers and staff 

are held accountable for fol-
lowing our safety rules with-
out exception.  The price to 

pay is much too great to al-
low otherwise. 

The importance of proper 
handling of our patients is 

essential.  Many of the ani-
mals that come to us are 
here because they’ve suf-

fered some sort of injury.  
They are in pain and, as any 
wild animal, are in a state of 

panic.  They are not accus-
tomed to being in such close 
proximity to people or to 

being indoors.  Most animals 
see humans as potential 
predators, not as healers 

and, if unable to escape, will 
often go to the second op-
tion in the “flee or fight” 

instincts.   They are only 
trying to survive, but the 
injuries from strong beaks, 
sharp talons, or quick jaws 

can’t be underestimated.   
Use of Safety goggles, heavy 
leather or Kevlar gloves, sur-

gical gloves, and keeping 
proper distances are re-
quired to help keep our staff 

injury free.  A Blue Heron 
can strike out with its beak 
much faster than a person 

can possibly react.  Without 
safety goggles the Heron 

could easily blind an eye. 

As with any medical triage or 
care facility, we utilize vari-
ous topical, oral, and subcu-

taneous medications and 
treatments.  Extensive train-
ing takes place before a staff 

member is given the respon-
sibility to prepare or adminis-
ter medications or provide 

treatment.  Established rules 
and proper protocol are re-
quired to be followed in or-

der to mitigate unintentional 
exposure. 

Cleanliness is not only next 
to Godliness; it’s also a re-

quirement at Turtle Ridge.  
In order to maintain the 
health of our patients and 

our volunteers staff, we are 
constantly cleaning and disin-
fecting our facility.  I didn’t 

get the moniker “Mrs. Clean” 
for no reason! 

Turtle Ridge serves only cer-
tain wildlife native to our 

area.  We do not treat or 
house exotic animals like 
lions, tigers, pythons, and 

alligators.  Nor do we take in 
inherently dangerous native 
animals like cougars, bears, 

wolves, and rattlesnakes.  
There are other organiza-
tions that have specialized 

facilities to treat them. 

Safety is not only important 
to our staff, but each phase 
obviously benefits the many 

animals in our care. 

Fall/Winter 2013 

Remember us in your planned giving 
Sponsor a wild animal 

Donate building materials 

Become a member 
Use our Capital One card 

Spread the word about us 

Ways to Assist Turtle Ridge in Helping Native Wildlife 

See our website www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org for more details. 
Douglas Squirrel 



 

 

Privacy policy: 
Turtle Ridge Wildlife Center respects the confidentiality of our individual donors.  

We do not share our mailing lists nor do we publicize their names in our media.   

To provide treatment and neces-
sary care to sick, injured, or or-
phaned wildlife and return them to 

their natural habitat 

To enhance awareness of and ap-
preciation for the environment, fos-
ter a connection between humans 

and Oregon’s wildlife through edu-

cation programs and referrals 

To give people an avenue through 
which they can express their value 
of life and the natural environment 
by providing humane skilled care to 

wild animals 

Mission Statement  
1492 Bunker Hill Rd S 
PO Box 768 

Salem, OR 97308 

Ph-503.540.8664 
turtleridgecenter@gmail.com 

 

Helpline Hours 
April thru Oct 8 AM-8PM 

Nov thru March 8AM– 6PM 

www.turtleridgewildlifecenter.org 

 

December 14th & 15th 
Make Pine Cone Suet for 
the birds at Silver Falls State 

Park Christmas Festival 

 

April 2014 Earth Day at 

the Oregon Garden.   

 

May 3rd– Celebrate “New 

Beginnings” with us here at 

Turtle Ridge 

 

July 13th- “Walk on the 

Wild Side” Fun Walk and 
Scavenger Hunt at Minto 
Brown. See our Website for 

more details. 

 

WATCH OUR  

WEBSITE  

for upcoming events.  
We have more in the 

works for 2014!! 

Upcoming Events 

We love trees for our 

wildlife so we too are 

trying to be as paperless as 

possible.  Our newsletter 

in the future will be 

emailed.  If you would like 

us to mail you a copy we 

will gladly do so.  Please 

contact us  

Visit us on Facebook, too 

Fall/Winter 2013 


